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should have found happiness in marriage, is, to say the
least, surprising. But the duke seems devoted to his little
wife, while she on her side is completely wrapped up in her
husband, and thinks him perfect, in every way.
Yet another brother-in-law of the kaiser who is a con-
spicuous figure at the Court of Berlin, is Prince Adolphus
of Schaumburg-Lippe, married to Princess Victoria, the
least attractive and least popular of William's sisters.
After several flirtations of a rather sensational character
with young Count Andrassy, and several other gay
diplomats and noblemen, which were a source of amuse-
ment to the court, although of great concern to her mother,
she ultimately fell in love with Prince Alexander of Batten-
burg, who at the time had just been forced to abandon the
throne of Bulgaria, and who was certainly one of the hand-
somest and most fascinating of European princes. The
prince, who was at the time, to put matters plainly, out of
a job, being without fortune or future, was persuaded by his
relatives, notably by his brother Henry, who had married
Princess Beatrice of England, to apply for her hand; this
he did, on the understanding that his marriage to her
would facilitate his restoration to the German army, from
which he had resigned on ascending the throne of Bulgaria;
for as a general of the Prussian army, he anticipated retriev-
ing the prestige and fame which he had lost as ruler of
Bulgaria.
Prince Bismarck, however, set his face strongly against
the match on the ground that it would impair the friendly
relations between the Courts of Berlin and St. Petersburg,
Prince Alexander being for personal reasons an object of
the most intense animosity to the late czar. Indeed, it
was this hatred on the part of the late Emperor of Russia
that had rendered it impossible for Prince Alexander to

